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Nuestros Amigos, 

It’s no secret that health care is complicated and costly. Even for those of us English-speaking, health-conscious people, naviga#ng  

effec#ve, affordable health care op#ons can seem overwhelming. Adequate health care is much farther beyond the reach of most MFP  

clients who lack financial means and familiarity with the system.  

Although we don’t o+en talk about our health services, they are one of MFP’s case management services we do well. This part of our 

work consumes a large share of the financial resources and efforts of MFP staff and clients; from surveying farmworkers about family 

health needs to coordina#ng provision of services; from transporta#on and interpreta#on for medical appointments to careful  

documenta#on of diagnosis and treatment; from advoca#ng for improved ins#tu#ons to educa#ng our clients for healthy lifestyles and 

health records management.  

Our clients, who know as well as anyone the precariousness of health and the expense of illness, are very grateful for their good health 

and for the services that secure it. MFP appreciates our many supporters, including the Health Care Founda#on of Greater Kansas City, 

Samuel U. Rodgers Community Health Center, Lafaye8e County Health Department, Insight Eyecare Special#es, Health Care Coali#on of 

Lafaye8e County, University of Missouri Extension and the many supporters who donate hygiene and sun-kit supplies, and those who 

donate their #me as volunteer interpreters.  

Erin Bartling   Suzanne Gladney 

Project Director   Managing A8orney 

A Project of Legal Aid of Western Missouri 
920 Southwest Blvd. Kansas City, MO  64108 

(816) 474-9868  mfpstaff@gmail.com 

La Salud 
As health care has become more complex and expensive for all 

people, and especially for farmworkers, MFP has grown more 

adept in coordina#ng and managing these essen#al services. 

Numbers and varie#es of our health cases have grown. In 2011, 

we managed… 

over 400 primary care appointments. 

over 120 dental appointments. 

 over 70 specialist appointments in area hospitals and  

clinics. 

over 30 mammograms.  

almost 40 eye exams, resul#ng in 37 free eyeglasses.  

8 pregnancies. 

well over half of these services were carried out in the 

four months of the fall apple harvest season!    

Por Los Niños  
Early beginnings are important for good health and academic suc-

cess. Helping farmworker families access early childhood health 

services is one of MFP’s highest priori#es. One example: We coordi-

nate health screenings through Parents as Teachers home visits, 

where we a8end and interpret for a Parent Educator, Health De-

partment nurses or early childhood specialists to screen children for 

hearing and vision, gross motor skills, developmental issues and 

emo#onal development. O+en a vision or hearing problem is de-

tected. This allows us to follow up with medical treatment to head 

off poten#al learning problems before the child starts kindergarten.  

Some#mes a child needs speech therapy, which is also best done 

before kindergarten. It is great to see some real success stories – 

children who were screened, treated and are now on track in school 

and achieving academically. For parents to know that they can work 

on an issue helps to mi#gate the severity of something such as a 

speech or other delay before it becomes a problem in a school 

seFng.  

Thanks to our long-#me partner, Samuel U. Rodgers-Lafaye8e Community Health Clinic. In 1999, MFP 

together with the Lafaye8e County Health Department formed a coali#on of stakeholders to plan and 

open this primary care health clinic to offer farmworkers and the community at large a local, accessible 

op#on for low-income pa#ents. MFP has coordinated thousands of medical and dental appointments 

for migrant and seasonal farmworkers, many of whom tell us that no medical and dental care of this 

kind is available to them at other harvest loca#ons in the states they visit during the year.   (L-photo: RL 

clinic recep#onist, Teresa and MFP staff, Tina Histand;  R-photo: MFP moms and kids in RL wai#ng 

room.)    
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Like I’m Flying 

Over the past year, MFP has walked with one resilient, determined 

elderly couple as they overcome their various, compounded health 

challenges and improve their quality of life. Antonio and Isabel re-

turned to Missouri in the fall of 2010 with their children, some who 

work in the apple orchards.   

Antonio is diabe#c, blind and wheelchair bound.  MFP worked 

closely with his family through hospitaliza#ons, surgeries, wound 

care and therapy serving as a liaison between the family, clinics, 

specialists and hospital staff.  

As part of this extensive process, Antonio received two new pros-

the#c legs.  A+er watching him take his first steps in many years, we 

asked Antonio how he felt. He responded with unusual emo#on:  

“Like I’m flying!”    

MFP set up an eye exam for Antonio. The doctor determined his 

vision loss was due to cataracts and quickly scheduled him for  

surgery. His second surgery is scheduled for June.  His vision is  

slowly improving a+er years of legal blindness.  

Isabel, Antonio’s wife, had double knee-replacement surgery years 

ago in Texas. By the #me she arrived in Missouri, severe pain and a 

limp indicated that her knee replacements had deteriorated.  MFP 

helped Isabel set up appointments with specialists prior to her sur-

gery and coordinated transporta#on and interpreta#on for these. 

Isabel underwent the two surgeries and courses of follow-up  

physical therapy. Walking more easily, faster and with less pain  

allows her to keep up with the needs of Antonio and her whole  

family. MFP staff o+en see Isabel walking near their home in Lexing-

ton, and always smiling!  

Gracias 

MIL GRACIAS to everyone who par#cipated in the Feinstein  

Challenge collec#on this year! This was our best year yet. 

Thanks to all who keep our food pantry stocked with grocery bags 

(especially reusable bags), and beans and rice. 

Presenters and hosts for our spring Women’s Group sessions.  

Please keep saving your aluminum pop-tabs for our Youth 

Group’s campaign on behalf of Ronald McDonald House of Kansas 

City! Call or email us to arrange for containers and pick-up. We 

have containers for large groups and businesses. Families o+en 

use one gallon zip-lock bags. 

KIDS’ BOOKS! Our summer book distribu#ons are fast upon us. 

Our young clients need summer reading materials for all ages: 

chapter books, board books, and Spanish-language books. 

MFP is collec#ng dona#ons of supplies for sun kits. We will  

assemble them for distribu#on at outreach ac#vi#es in the  

summer. We need these eye protec#on items: “natural tears” 

solu�on and quality sunglasses designed for work or sport. Our 

hope is to save eyes by providing these kits to apple pickers. 

Brown paper grocery bags and/or reusable grocery bags.   

Call us to arrange drop-off of any of these items at our office in 

Kansas City, or in Lexington.  

Las Necesidades 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Group gets a kick from weekly exercise and ac#vi#es. 

Our spring session of Friday morning mee#ngs ended in mid-May. 

In response to par#cipants’ interests, we focused on healthy  

families and finances; personal health issues; and family financial 

management. We also conducted sessions on home gardening 

with plants to take home, farmers markets, group exercise and 

mental health. In other mee#ngs, we discussed managing family 

health records; daily exercise like yoga, zumba and pilates; and 

management of family nutri#on and income. The women and MFP 

staff are already looking forward to the 2013 weekly spring  

Women’s Group sessions.  

Women’s Group 

Photo from top of Page 1: John Marrin, and Youth Group La#na members at the 

Youth Group service project day at the Ronald McDonald House in Kansas City 

where the students learned about the services offered to families of children 

who are facing serious illnesses.  The MFP Youth Group con#nues to collect  

aluminum pop-tabs for RMH.  The tabs are recycled to raise funds to support the 

RMH services for families. 

“Mundito” celebrates 

his 10th birthday with 

staff at Children’s  

Mercy Hospital. 


