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Dear Friends,  

We at MFP have enjoyed regular contact with many of you over the last several months, in the course of daily business, emergency re-
sponses, program operations and the occasional victory celebration. Thanks. But it has been awhile since we’ve sent out a general update 
and expression of our gratitude for your encouraging collaboration and interest in our work.  

MFP is proud of our reputation for using human capital to stretch fiscal resources. Even more in these uncertain financial times, volun-
teer energy and fiscal frugality extend our ability to provide services to farmworkers and families.  To save some money, we will suspend 
publication of the 2010 annual report. To maintain and deepen our many friendships, however, we will begin to send out smaller, more 
frequent updates with the stories, statistics, concerns and congratulations fitting to each season.  

We think this is a good substitute for the annual report. It is no substitute for seeing you in person, working along-side you, calling you 
up, visiting your group or office or site, or having you visit ours. Please call us or stop by anytime. We depend on your support. 

 

Rachel King                          Suzanne Gladney 
Project Director                    Managing Attorney 

A Field Project of Legal Aid of Western Missouri 
920 Southwest Blvd. Kansas City, MO  64108 

(816) 474-9868  immigrantsurvivors@yahoo.com 

2010 Season Highlights  

Los Jóvenes 

Volunteers, donors and other partners in MFP’s education, health, 
nutrition, ESL, and youth group efforts have positively affected 
toddlers, elementary school children, youth and post-secondary 
students. The following young women and men have participated 
in MFP programs at almost all stages of their promising lives: 

Juan Garcia will graduate high school, where he balances band 
and football, in May, 2011. He will begin studies in education at 
Donnelly College in Fall 2011. The oldest son of an orchard man-
ager, Juan will spend his first fall away from the daily hustle of 
harvest season.  

Yessenia Silva, the oldest daughter of another orchard manager 
and MFP partner, will graduate from Donnelly this year. In some 
ways, MFP and Yessenia have grown up together so that she has 
been among the first generation to participate in many new MFP 
programs like Mentes Activos, our coordinated youth development 
program. Her parents, who lend much-needed support to our 
programs while raising Yessenia’s sisters and baby brother, miss 
her while she lives at Xavier House in Kansas City but strongly 
support her college experience. 

Maria Ruiz, another MFP youth veteran, is now in clinical rota-
tions and will complete the four year RN program at the Universi-
ty of Central Missouri in Warrensburg in December.  At that 
point, she hopes to find a position as a bilingual/bicultural rural 
pediatric nurse.  (continued on back) 

Upcoming Dates  

 
Thursday, May 19, 2011, 5:30 p.m. 
Graduation Dinner for Aidee Rojas and Juan Garcia 

March 1 through April 30, 2011 
Feinstein Foundation Opportunity (see enclosed flyer) 

Trini Contreras at clothing table 

 



2010 Season Highlights (cont’d)  

 

Many volunteers and partners know Juan Grado, one of MFP’s 
strongest supporters for the past three years. Juan was promot-
ed to manage a large agricultural operation outside Waverly in 
December. He promises he’ll still be around on Monday nights 
during the fall apple season to help us with MFP’s food distribu-
tion.  

MFP celebrated Arturo Flores’ graduation from Donnelly Col-
lege in May 2010. He plans to continue studies and work in In-
formation Technology while he raises his own young family. 

Some MFP partners might remember Dora Mendoza and her 
younger siblings who participated in tutoring and Youth Group 
from 2001-2009. The Mendozas had not returned to Missouri 
for two years, rotating between Michigan for cherries and Colo-
rado for the potato season. We received word from Dora that 
she is enrolled at Kansas State University as a scholarship stu-
dent in the BESOS teacher-training program. Some of MFP’s 
girls group students will meet Dora in April, 2011 on a day-trip 
to K-State.   

We are not surprised, but very proud, that Dora and these other 
migrant student leaders have created their own ways to channel 
their talent and ambition. College and professional life is not the 
presumed course for kids in orchards and fields. In fact, these 
options are almost always without precedent in our families’ 
experience.  With the support of their families, support from 
MFP migrant advocates and support from our volunteer part-
ners, we see a new young leadership developing in these migrant 
students. We credit their parents’ faith and courage to let their 
kids do something no one before in their family has ever done.  

Gretchen Green and two boys at SFE 

Las Necesidades  

 

MFP seeks financial and in-kind donations according to seasons 
of client need. Partners who have visited our operations know 
that our storage space is very limited.  Right now, MFP needs: 

•  warm blankets 

• coats and gloves for all ages and gender  

• new or gently used children’s books for all ages  

• board books or picture books in Spanish for moms and 
dads to read to very young children.  

• Children’s car seats in good condition (all straps intact) 

• Diapers of all sizes, but especially sizes 4 and 5 

If your church or community group wants to put these items to 
very good use, or if you have information leading to these items, 
please call us!  

Spotlight  

 

The following was written by Juan Garcia: 

It’s the last year of my high school career.  I ask myself one simple 
question, “What do I want to do with my life and how am I going to 
accomplish my goals?”  With graduation just around the corner that 
gives me less time to think on what to do.  The way that I’m going to 
accomplish my goals in succeed in life is to work hard and really set 
my mind on doing what is best for me and my family. 

Being the first in my family to graduate high school and further my 
education puts allot of pressure on me.  My dad is working very hard 
to make sure that me and my sister have a good education and a 
better life than he did.  Now that I’m going on to college I want to 
make my family proud and to have a better life. 

I narrowed down my choices in wanting to major in Education.  The 
reason I chose this major is that I like to work with kids and teaching 
them ways to better themselves from mistakes I made and the 
knowledge that I received over the years.  I want to become a Physi-
cal Education teacher.  The reason for this is that I love to do sports 
and I want to get kids involved in doing some physical activity in-
stead of laying around watching television all day.  

Kids can learn allot from participating in sports.  I love to play foot-
ball and I learned allot from doing it.  The one thing that I really 
learned is that I can’t be afraid of the challenges that are put in front 
of me.  Football also taught me how and what it takes to become a 
good leader and how being able to work with other people is very 
important. 

With the help of my family and others I know I can accomplish any-
thing that I set my mind to.  I will do anything to make my family 
proud and to better and have a good life by doing something that I 
enjoy doing.  That is why I want to continue on to college and be-
come something better in life. 

Migrant farmworkers and their families live in a uniquely critical and 
vulnerable position in the food economy. Public consciousness, habits, 
and policy—economic, education, immigration, environmental, and 

agricultural—affect them immediately and, usually, drastically. The Migrant Farmworkers Project (MFP) and our client families in west-
ern and southeast Missouri work together to create conditions for more just, secure, and fulfilling lives. Farmworkers’ conditions and 
opportunities are our primary concern. MFP’s work also depends on and affects rural communities at large, including employers, clinics, 
schools, community and religious organizations, and government services.  

The Migrant Farmworkers Project (MFP) believes that migrant and seasonal farmworkers have fundamental rights to health care, educa-
tion, and meaningful participation in society. MFP serves, accompanies, and advocates for these unique and often marginalized people.  

La Misión 

 


